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To,
The Superintendent of Police
District Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh (IN)

Subject: Regarding the incident of alleged consumption of a portion of a deceased human body
at Chakratirth Cremation Ground, Ujjain, taking cognizance from the perspective of human
dignity and human rights, and providing a detailed report of the police action taken.

Sir/Madam,

A very serious and concerning incident relating to Ujjain has come to the notice of the
World Human Rights Research Council (WHRRC). According to the information appearing
through various public sources and news reports, a video has been circulated in which a person
allegedly took a portion of a deceased human body from a burning funeral pyre at Chakratirth
Cremation Ground, Ujjain, and consumed it. According to the available news information, it has
also come into the public domain that the police have registered a case in connection with the
incident and have taken action against the concerned person. WHRRC, considering this incident
to be extremely serious, is taking cognizance of the matter primarily from the broader
perspective of human dignity, respect for the deceased human body, the rule of law, the criminal
justice system, and the protection of human rights.

It is necessary to mention that the Council is not seeking any comment or action on the
basis of the person’s Kinnar/Transgender identity, religious identity, Aghori tradition, or any
particular social or spiritual community. The concern of the Council is limited only to the alleged
act in which the deceased human body or a portion thereof is stated to have been treated in such
a manner which, if found to be true during the investigation, raises serious questions relating to
the dignity and respect of the deceased as well as law and public order. Independent of the
identity of any person, evaluating every alleged criminal act on the basis of its actual facts,
available evidence, and applicable law is a fundamental principle of human rights and the rule of
law.

Human dignity occupies a place among the highest values in human civilization and the
modern human rights system. Even after a person’s death, the issue of respectful treatment of the
body and human remains is not merely a matter of religious or social tradition, but is a serious
humanitarian issue connected with human dignity and respect for the deceased. A deceased
person is not in a position to protect his or her own body and dignity, and in such circumstances,
ensuring the safety of the body, its respectful handling, and the dignity of the final rites becomes
an important responsibility of the State and administration. Deliberate disrespectful or inhuman
treatment of a deceased body may also affect the sentiments of the family of the deceased, their
close relatives, and the broader society, as well as their confidence in justice.

Under the Indian constitutional system, Article 21 is the fundamental constitutional basis
for the protection of life and personal liberty. The Indian judiciary has, from time to time,
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clarified that the right to life cannot be restricted merely to physical survival, but is also
connected with the principle of human dignity. The judicial approach relating to respectful
treatment of a dead body and the dignity of the last rites is also connected with this broader
principle of human dignity. Therefore, instead of viewing the present incident merely as an
ordinary law-and-order matter, it appears necessary that the constitutional and human rights
aspects relating to the dignity and respect of the deceased human body should also be given due
importance during the investigation.

From the criminal aspect of the incident, Section 301 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023 is particularly relevant under the present Indian criminal law framework, as it addresses
acts relating to places of funeral rites and indignity to a human corpse. However, the actual
applicability of any legal provision depends upon the established facts of the incident and the
evidence that emerges during the investigation. Therefore, WHRRC suggests that the police
conduct an impartial examination of all the facts of the incident, including the applicability of
Section 301 and other relevant legal provisions applicable to the facts of the case, and if the
involvement of any other person or elements of any other offence emerge during the
investigation, appropriate action may also be taken in accordance with law.

An important aspect of this incident is also related to the broader human rights principles
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Article 1 of the UDHR recognizes the
equal dignity and rights of all human beings; Article 3 concerns life and security of person;
Article 5 provides protection against cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment; Article 7
establishes equality before the law; and Article 8 establishes the principle of an effective legal
remedy. Although the UDHR itself is not a penal law providing for registration of an FIR in a
criminal case, it constitutes an important foundation of internationally recognized principles
concerning human dignity, equality, justice, and effective protection. From this perspective,
respectful treatment of a deceased human body and an impartial investigation of the incident
may appropriately be viewed in connection with the broader principle of human dignity.

Similarly, the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 provides the statutory framework in
India for the protection of human rights through the National Human Rights Commission and
State Human Rights Commissions. The Act provides for inquiry into matters relating to
violations of human rights or abetment thereof and negligence in the prevention of such
violations. From the perspective of WHRRC, the study of this incident should not be limited only
to criminal action against the alleged accused, but should also relate to the broader question of
whether adequate administrative and institutional safeguards are available at the local level for
the dignity and protection of deceased human bodies and whether effective preventive measures
are functioning to prevent such incidents.

From the perspective of human rights research, scientific and evidence-based
investigation in this incident is extremely important. If any video or other digital material
relating to the incident is available, it is necessary that its authenticity, original source, time of
recording, location, continuity, and genuineness be scientifically examined. Similarly, preserving
CCTV footage, photographs, mobile recordings, and other electronic evidence relating to the
place of occurrence may be important for the credibility of the investigation. If available,
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maintaining the chain of custody of forensic evidence and obtaining assistance from the Forensic
Science Laboratory, wherever necessary, may also be useful in establishing the factual position of
the case.

Verification of the identity of the deceased, the circumstances of death, and the condition
of the body is also important for understanding the complete background of the incident. From
the research perspective, it is necessary to establish under what circumstances the concerned
person died, how the body reached the funeral pyre, at what time and under what circumstances
the alleged interference with the body took place, and whether any other person had any direct
or indirect role in the incident. If the investigation establishes that any other person assisted in
the incident, instigated it, recorded it, concealed evidence, or conducted the incident for any
other criminal purpose, all such aspects should also form part of an impartial investigation.

WHRRC also believes that it would not be appropriate to draw broad conclusions by
linking the incident with the religious or social identity of any individual or community. In
India, various religious, spiritual, and cultural traditions must be respected; however, no
tradition or individual identity can be considered above the law. Similarly, holding the entire
Kinnar/Transgender community or the Aghori tradition responsible on the basis of the alleged
act of one individual would also not be consistent with the principles of non-discrimination and
equality under human rights. The investigation should be based solely on the alleged act,
available evidence, and applicable law.

Another important aspect of this incident relates to the security and preventive
governance of the ecremation site. If the incident is confirmed during the investigation, it may
also become a subject of study as to how the security of deceased bodies, access control,
surveillance, CCTV arrangements, and related administrative arrangements are being operated at
the public cremation ground. If any serious deficiency in such arrangements emerges at any
level, administrative and preventive measures should be considered to prevent recurrence of such
incidents in the future. In this manner, the investigation of the incident may not remain limited
only to the present offence but may also be useful for future prevention.

The objective of WHRRC is to carry out factual documentation, research, and analysis of
important incidents relating to human rights and, on the basis of the findings arising from such
incidents, to prepare studies and suggestions for better protection of human dignity and human
rights in the future. For this reason, the details of the actual and verified action taken by the
police in this matter are extremely important for the research of the Council.

Therefore, on behalf of WHRRC, this suggestion and expectation is being expressed that a
detailed factual report of the action taken by the police so far in the matter may be made
available to the Council, including, if an FIR/Crime Number has been registered, its number and
date, the concerned police station, the sections applied, the action taken against the accused, the
status of arrest, the designation of the Investigating Officer, a brief description of the major
evidence obtained from the place of occurrence, the status of examination of available CCTV or
digital evidence, the status of forensic examination, and the present status of the investigation.
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If the investigation is still in progress, providing the available information according to
the present status and details of the major action taken so far would be sufficient from the
research perspective, and after completion of the investigation, the final investigation findings
and updated information regarding the statutory action taken may also be provided. WHRRC will
use this information solely for the purposes of human rights research, case-related
documentation, institutional study, and study relating to the prevention of such incidents in the
future.

The Council believes that impartial, scientific, and lawful action in such an incident is
necessary not only from the perspective of justice in the concerned case, but also for
strengthening public confidence in the rule of law, human dignity, and the justice system. At the
same time, factual investigation and proper documentation of such incidents may be useful in the
future for improving human rights policy, protection arrangements for deceased bodies, and
preventive measures.

Therefore, WHRRC is taking cognizance of this matter in its records as a serious research
subject relating to human dignity and respect for the deceased human body and expects that a
detailed factual report of the action taken by the police administration may be made available, so
that the Council may conduct an impartial study of this incident from the human rights, legal,
and research perspectives. You may send your detailed report to us via email at
info@whrre.org

Yours faithfully,

Copy for information to:

Inspector General of Police, Ujjain Zone, Madhya Pradesh.
Director General of Police, Madhya Pradesh.

Collector and District Magistrate, Ujjain.

Madhya Pradesh Human Rights Commission, Bhopal.
National Human Rights Commission, New Delhi.

Gk wD e

Yours faithfully,

Do

Advocate Ranjana Dixit
National Joint Secretary
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